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FISHERIES COUNCIL:  12 June 2012 
 
The Council, which I attended on 12 June, focussed on fisheries issues and was the 
last Fisheries Council under the Danish Presidency, chaired by Ms Mette Gjerskov, 
the Danish Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries.   
 
The focus of the Council was on reaching agreement to a general approach for two 
of the regulation proposals of the common fisheries policy reform package: 1) Basic 
Regulation; and 2) Common Organisation Of the Markets (CMO) Regulation.  A 
Presidency progress report on the - European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF) - was also noted.  
 
In respect of the basic regulation, a qualified majority was reached to support the 
proposed general approach (though no vote was actually taken).  The agreed text 
covered a number of issues including the aim to achieve maximum sustainable yield 
by 2015, where possible, and by 2020 at the latest.  In relation to landing obligations 
and a discard ban the agreed compromise text proposes a gradual approach with 
the aim of eliminating all discards and using multi-annual plans to set clear 
timescales for landing obligations.  However, dates for achieving discard bans 
remain to be agreed.  The concept of regionalisation was supported by a majority of 
member states and an alternative model of regionalisation, whereby members states 
can adopt national measures through regional cooperation, was introduced.  This 
represented a considerable success for Scotland who has pushed the UK and the 
EU on this matter.  There was also a consensus that transferable fishing 
concessions (TFCs) should be voluntary. 
 
In relation to the CMO, there was broad agreement amongst member states for the 
support for fisheries and aquaculture producer organisations, whose roles is 
expected to grow in order to assist in the handling of unwanted but landed fish.  No 
major changes were made to the Commission’s proposals on storage aid, although 
the current EMFF text envisages that this instrument will be phased out over time.  
The issue of consumer information was also discussed and a framework allowing the 
Commission to develop an EU sustainability label was established.  
 
Following the discussions on both the basic regulation and the CMO, it was agreed 
that a number of topics should remain open for scrutiny, these include: 1) the 
procedure for adopting fisheries measures in sites of Natura 2000 and similar marine 
protected areas; 2) the timelines for applying a discard ban and the tools available 
for quota management under a discard ban; 3) recitals and definitions; and 4) 
comitology and alignment with the text of the Lisbon Treaty. 
 
While a general approach is only an informal agreement within the Council, it acts to 
signify its policy intent to the European Parliament, which has yet to reach its 
position (the Commission takes no formal position on the approach).  It is expected 
that a final agreement with the Parliament on the CFP will not be reached until mid-
2013. 
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In addition to the above, the Presidency also produced a progress report on the 
EMFF, which identified the main achievements and points that require further 
discussion.  The report was widely welcomed by delegations, in particular many 
supported the proposal to increase the support available to the aquaculture sector. 
 
The next Agriculture and Fisheries Council will take place in Brussels on the 16 & 17 
July 2012, and will be presided over by the Cypriots.  
 
 


